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Background:

Parent and child enjoying a beach in Barbados at sunset.
Source: World Health Organization. WHO-PAHO Digital
Photo Library. Image No.WHO-385084.

Inset, starting in upper right corner and proceeding clockwise:
Hurricane Lenny causing coastal flooding in Dominica,
1999. Source: Pan American Health Organization. Disasters
and Humanitarian Assistance, Images from Hurricane Lenny,
November, 1999.
http://www.paho.org/English/PED/pedlenny.htm

See photograph in upper left corner of webpage.

Hurricane Lenny over the Eastern Caribbean in the visible
and infrared spectrum from Geostationary Operational
Environmental Satellite (GOES)-8, 1999. Source: U.S.
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. National
Environmental Satellite, Data, and Information Service.
http://orbit-net.nesdis.noaa.gov/arad/fpdt/pix/Lenny.jpg

Aedes aegypti, the mosquito that transmits dengue virus,
engorged with human blood. Source: U.S. Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention. Dengue Branch, San Juan,
Puerto Rico.

Earth Probe TOMS Aecrosol Index for June 23, 1998,
showing African dust being transported westward over the
Atlantic Ocean, extending as far west as the Caribbean
Islands and even into Florida. Source: Dave Larko, Ozone
Processing Team, U.S. National Aeronautics and Space
Administration, Goddard Space Flight Center.
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Foreword

This conference and workshop has provided a timely forum for sharing information on adaptation to global
climate change.This 1s of paramount importance considering the disparity in the well-being of peoples in poor and
rich nations. The Director of the Pan American Health Organization, Dr. George Alleyne, has expressed his particular
concern for the territories of Latin America and the Caribbean and the state of preparedness of systems in the
Region for dealing with the impacts of climate change. The vulnerability of the Region to various natural disas-
ters, challenges to meet the demands of pressing health issues which affect the productivity of the communities, and

the changing socio-economic climate all have an impact on the sustainable development of the Region.

Expanding the sensitivity to the possible impacts of climate change and resources to effect strategic planning
and the implementation of preparedness programs require the active partnership of all the regional stakeholders.
These should include international agencies, regional governments, and non-governmental organizations and our
communities. The conference and workshop resulted in the establishment of networks which will facilitate the

sharing of both technical and other resources to promote action rather than non-action in our quest to limit the

impact of climate change.
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